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At the end of April 2008 representatives from Orkney Presbytery 
travelled to Malawi, in Africa, to formalise a twinning partnership with 
the Thyolo (pronounced ‘Cholo’ to rhyme with ‘solo’) Highlands Pres-
bytery of the Church of Central Africa Presbyterian. Those going were 
Rev Andrea Price (at the time, Orkney Presbytery Moderator), Rev Iain 
MacDonald (convener of the Presbytery’s Ministry and Mission Com-
mittee), Mr Hugh MacGillivray (who initially worked on the covenant 
of partnership and was responsible for getting the project under way) 
and Rev Trevor Hunt, as the Clerk to the Presbytery.

Communication with the Thyolo Presbytery had proved difficult, but at 
last the time to form the partnership arrived. The Orkney Presbytery 
hoped that within the Presbytery partnership, individual congrega-
tions or charges would also twin with congregations in the Thyolo 
Presbytery.

The people of Malawi were reported to be very friendly, although, 
within the church, at least, it appeared they were very con-

servative and very Scottish Presbyterian! Accordingly, 
they would  go without themselves to ensure hospi-
tality to their visitors. Nationally, there seems to be 
relative stability.

The Thyolo region has many tea estates, but poverty 
is the order-of-the-day for its people. They are heav-
ily dependent on the rainy season (from November 
to April). The district covers an area of 1,715 km.² 
and has a population of 458,976.

The Republic of Malawi  (formerly Nyasaland) is 
a democratic, densely populated country. It is 

often described as the “warm heart of Afri-
ca,” and is bordered by Zambia to the north-
west, Tanzania to the north and Mozam-
bique, which surrounds it on the east, south 
and west. The origin of the name Malawi 

Thyolo



2



3

Thyolo 
Highlands 
Presbytery, 
showing 
churches 
and schools 
(from a 
banner  
from Thyolo 
presented to 
the Orkney 
Presbytery in 
2001)
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The Blantyre region


